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TIMBRE/TONE COLOR
LISTENING; SINGING (2nd gr.); RELATING; DESCRIBING; CREATING

grades K-2

Lesson #2: A Prince’s Story

National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #1:
Creating
National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #2:
Performing
National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #3:
Responding
National Core Music Standard – Artistic Process #4:
Connecting

Ohio 2012 Standards:
(Progress Points) 
 
A. Demonstrate how musical elements communicate meaning and emotion by playing, singing [or moving] to music. 
B. Recognize the use of music for various purposes by performers and listeners in a variety of cultures. 
C. Create music in simple forms to be performed with dance, drama, or in response to a work of visual art.
D. Individually and collaboratively select ideas and a media form of the day to create musical pieces.
E. Use digital technology to listen to and study music recognizing instruments, voices, ensembles and musical forms. 
F. Form and express opinions about music they hear in [formal and] informal [live and] recorded performances. 

Critical Thinking Skills (measurable verbs, Bloom’s Taxonomy)
Recognize; describe/discuss/express; demonstrate/practice/use; apply/dramatize

Common Core – Connections (language arts and math)
Vocabulary: story, play, characters, opera (2nd grade), conductor, cue, cut-off, gesture (motion), 
transform, tone color
Math: How many years ago was this piece written, if it was written in the year 1900? (2nd grade)

Conceptual Learning (“I can…” or “I demonstrated/showed that music can…”)
Music can tell a story, and can sound like things in nature, objects, events, or stories;
I can dramatize or “act out the story” and include music and sounds. I can tell you the name of a 
famous piece of music about a bumblebee , which famous composer wrote it for an orchestra to 
play – and the real story behind it. Instruments and voices have their own unique sound, or tone 
color.

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) or Objectives:
Students will listen to the story while participating with visuals, and dramatize the story by 
choosing various characters or events to represent with music and instruments. Students will 
build upon their previous skill in Lesson #1. Students will create an accompaniment or “sound 
carpet” to the story using instruments within their classroom. Students will evaluate the class’ 
performance, effort, and creativity. (See Assessment: Formative and Summative, and Student 
Evaluations.)
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Materials:
• recording of “Flight of the Bumblebee” by Nikolai Rimsky–Korsakov
• medium-to-large space for “opera” (Extension only)
• Teacher’s Resource, Storyline for Flight of the Bumblebee (K–2) [also included at the end of 
this lesson]
• percussion instruments: bass or alto xylophones (C Pentatonic); alto or soprano metallophones 
or glockenspiels (C Pentatonic); triangles or finger cymbals; kazoos (optional)
• simple costume items (optional, for Extension)

Sequence:
1. Read the story to the children; you may want to project the words on a whiteboard or other 
screen.

2. “Who are the main characters in the story?” (the Prince, his father the Czar, the magic Swan-
Bird, the Bumblebee) “Are there 3 main characters, or 4?” (since the Prince becomes the 
Bumblebee, there are 3 different characters, but we’ll count when he becomes a bumblebee 
as a 4th character) “Let’s use different types of percussion instruments for each of these 
characters.”

Prince: alto or soprano metallophones or glockenspiels, set up in C Pentatonic (F and B bars 
removed ahead of time)
Czar: (the Prince’s father, like a King or other ruler): bass or alto xylophones, set up in C 
Pentatonic (F and B bars removed ahead of time)
Swan-Bird: Triangles or finger cymbals to sound like ‘magic’ (teacher can add slide whistle or 
soprano recorder for bird sounds)
Bumblebee: kazoos (or buzzing sounds with mouth)
Ocean: (sound effect): ocean drum

4. Assign instrument parts. Allow time to try out instrument and to decide what to play; give 
practice time to each instrument. (2nd graders can set up the mallet instruments by carefully 
removing the F and B bars with two hands, one at the top of the bar and one at the bottom, and 
lifting the bar straight up first.)

5. “How will everyone know when to start and stop playing?” (when the conductor gives you 
a cue to start playing and a cut-off motion or gesture to stop playing – go over the meaning of 
these vocabulary words; add to Word Wall)

6. Have a group rehearsal: Practice reading the story and waiting for sounds each time a 
character is mentioned. “What could we improve upon?” Share responses.

7. Perform the music play. If possible, audio-record or video-record* and evaluate as a group. 
Consider performing the musical story for the classroom teacher, or others.

Closure/Questions:
1. “What is the name of this piece?” (Flight of the Bumblebee) 

http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/hearthemusic.php?id=25
http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/rimsky_korsakov/Teachers_Resource_Rimsky-Korsakov_LessonPlans.pdf
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2. “Who composed this piece?” (Nikolai Rimsky–Korsakov, from Russia)
3. Share with students that the composer Rimsky–Korsakov wrote this piece in the year 1900. 
What year is it now? How many years ago was this music written? (problem-solve by doing the 
math as a class)
4. “Why do you think so many people like this piece of music? What do you like about it?” (share 
answers)
5. “How did instruments help tell the story behind this music?”
6. “What words have been added to our Word Wall today? What does each word mean, and 
how do we use it to describe music?” (share answers)

Assessment/Evaluation:
Summative
[Name of Student] can describe why choosing some music instruments or sounds to represent 
something can help tell a story and/or uses musical vocabulary in describing the connection 
between sounds to represent or “stand for” characters or events in a story:

…all of the time (a top rating of 5)
…most of the time (4)
…some of the time (3)
…not yet (0–2)

Summative
*Video-record the students after they have practiced their performance. Then have the class 
hear and watch their recorded performance; they fill out an Exit Slip or Rubric (self- and group-
evaluation form) on how they (or how they felt the class) performed their part. Engage 1st and 
2nd grade classes with more discussion about the video of the performance.

Have students place their Rubrics in their Music Listening Portfolio.

Extension (for 2nd grade):
1. “What is an opera? What is the difference between an opera and a play?” (whether there is 
speaking or singing). An opera is a type of music story (a story told with music).
2. “What might the King sing about in the story?” (‘Oh no! My son is gone! Where is he? Gvidon, 
where are you?’)
3. “What might the Prince sing about?” 
4. “…the Swan-Bird? “How would the Swan-Bird sound when it sings, in the story? What is 
happening right then in the story? (the magic to transform the Prince into a bumblebee) What 
might the Swan-Bird be saying, and how could you sing that? How should we act that out?”
5. “What are the main things that happen in the story? How can we act those out?”
6. Help the students put  the opera together…with the teacher singing an improvised sung 
version of the narration, or without any narration the story. If desired, add simple costume items 
or masks such as a fancy crown for the Czar (King), a less fancy crown for the Prince, large 
white feathers for the Swan-Bird, and a headband of antennae.

http://www.classicsforkids.com/downloads/rimsky_korsakov/Exit%20slips%20I%20Can%E2%80%A6.pdf
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Extensions, Connections, and Follow-up Lessons:
• Listen to one of the most well-known music stories, Peter and the Wolf, by another Russian 

composer (Sergei Prokofiev). Choose a favorite video created for the story, available on youtube.
com. (See also, “Past Shows” on CFK website.) 

• Listen and respond to other music from operas on the Classics for Kids CD, such as “Triumphal 
March” from Aida by Giuseppe Verdi or “Scherzo” from A Midsummer Night’s Dream by Felix 
Mendelssohn.

• Share books about bees. 
• Learn about other kinds of insect flight.
• Learn more about Rimsky–Korsakov’s life by sharing Rimsky–Korsakov’s biography from the 

Classics for Kids website. 

************************************************************************

Teacher’s Resource, Storyline for “Flight of the Bumblebee”

The story behind the music called, “Flight of the Bumblebee,” by Nikolai Rimsky–
Korsakov (from his opera The Tale of Tsar Saltan) – to read to the class or use as 
narration (can be divided among student narrators).

Once upon a time long ago and far away in Russia, there was a Czar (or tsar, like a King or 
ruler), named Saltan, who had a son (a prince) whose name was Prince Gvidon. One day the 
Czar discovered that his son the Prince was missing; the Czar didn’t even know whether or not 
the Prince was safe and still alive! But, thankfully, Prince Gvidon was indeed still alive. However, 
the Czar got taken away on a ship sailing way out in the middle of the ocean. A magic Swan-Bird 
appeared to Prince Gvidon, and said he could change the Prince into an insect – a bumblebee 
– so that the Prince could fly over the ocean to visit his father, the Czar. The Swan-Bird sang 
a magic song to Prince Gvidon, who walked down on the seashore and into the ocean…But 
then suddenly, coming back out from the ocean, flew a bumblebee; it was really Prince Gvidon, 
changed into a bumblebee! He flew around the Swan-Bird, then flew away to visit his father, the 
Czar, out on the ship in the ocean.

http://classicsforkids.com/composers/composer_profile.php?id=57

